
My name is Mike Kosanda and I am running for a position on the Governing Board. I am a 
native North Dakotan, born in Fargo, and received my degree from the University of North 
Dakota with a double major in history and political science. 

I started working for the Great Northern Railroad, a predecessor of BNSF, in 1969 and 
retired in 2009, with 40-plus years, in various capacities. These included working in the 
roundhouse, switchman, brakeman, conductor, and locomotive engineer in Grand Forks, 
ND. I was the head of the union for the engineers for part of this time. In 1981, I was 
appointed to a management position in operations and served in various capacities in 
Montana, Washington, Colorado and Wyoming. 

Responsibilities for these positions included overseeing the safe and efficient operation of 
train movements within rail yards and along designated routes. My daily responsibilities 
included coordinating assignments, monitoring train schedules, and ensuring compliance 
with federal and company safety regulations.  Expertise in signal systems, railroad 
operations and emergency response protocols were necessary parts of the job.   

I also hired several hundred people for operating jobs during my later years and had budget 
responsibility for my territory as well. 

In 2010, my wife, Janet, and I bought a home in Sun City West to escape the cold winters of 
North Dakota. We bought in Sun City West because of all the amenities and the great value 
of the community. We like all the facilities, the various clubs, and the proximity of shopping 
and health care. 

I immediately joined several clubs and have been active in them. These include computer, 
ARC, railroad, tennis, and photography clubs. My interests include golf, billiards, platform 
tennis, racquetball, and table tennis.  I have held officer and board positions in some of 
these clubs also. 

I have been on several committees including the election, long-range planning, and 
properties for the past two years.  

I attend governing board meetings and committee meetings often and watch many 
meetings online when I cannot attend in person.  I have been a resident for over 15 years 
and have had good relationships with several board members and the various department 
heads in the recreation center during this time.   

If elected to the board, I feel we have to maintain the assets of the community to a high 
standard while at the same time being fiscally responsible.  I believe for the most part 
recent boards have done a good job of managing these expectations.  One thing I am 



strongly opposed to is allowing certain parts of the community to fall below the 
maintenance standards that are essential for a great community.   

Our community is completely built out with little room for new infrastructure.  I would be 
very reluctant to repurpose a facility for some other purpose because of the high costs of 
doing such a project. 

I feel my background would be a good fit to be a Governing Board director and I ask for your 
support. 


