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While the Green Team is a relaxed, non-competitive approach to golf, an “anything goes” 
approach to golf is not part of our philosophy.  Our main objective is for anyone playing with 
the Green Team to feel comfortable about their golfing experience and to have fun doing so.  
To achieve this goal, we do need to heed golf etiquette practices so that EVERYONE will 
have a more enjoyable time on the course. 
………………………………………………………………..………………………………………. 
 
Etiquette Basic #1: Be Proactive about Golf Etiquette 
Be proactive about golf etiquette by seeking out ways to be considerate of others while on the 
course. 

• If you are a new golfer, let others in your foursome know this and ask them for advice 
along the way. 

• If you feel uncomfortable about asking new acquaintances for help, you can Google 
“Golf Etiquette.” 

• If you are an experienced golfer, ask new players if they would like advice not about 
their swing or grip but about golfing procedures. 

 
Etiquette Basic #2: Be Aware of Noise While You are Playing 
Just watching golf on TV when announcers whisper and officials hush the crowd, should tell 
us not to make noise while a golfer is ready to drive the ball or putt. 

• You should not even whisper as a player is about to shoot. 

• We are not discouraging applause, a whoop, or cheering when another player makes 
a great shot.  We Green Teamers need all the encouragement we can get. 

 
Etiquette Basic #3: On-Deck Circle 
Using the On-Deck Circle ensures pace of play, which in turn contributes to etiquette basics. 

• When the starter calls the tee time just before yours to the tee box, this is your queue to 
proceed to the on-deck circle whether or not the starter calls you to the on-deck circle 
or not. 

• If you have not already done so, take this time to get ready: club head covers removed, 
glove on, ball and tee out of bag, and select which club you will use to tee off. 

• Do not proceed to the tee box until the starter calls you to the tee box.  Be patient. 
 
Etiquette Basic #4: On the Tee 

• Do not go to the tee box early.  Wait for the starter to call you to the tee box. 

• On all tees, be ready when it is our turn. 

• While waiting for your turn at each tee, select 
➢ Ball 
➢ Tee 
➢ Club 

• Take only one practice swing 
 

Etiquette Basic #5: Speed of Play 
• Always play without delay 

• Always carry two uniquely marked balls 

• Hit within 45 seconds of the previous golfer’s stroke. 
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• While we all take a mulligan occasionally, never play 2 or 3 balls at a time; and never 
take 5 or 6 attempts to get over the water.  Practice for that should take place at the 
driving range. 

• Fill in your score card at the next tee. 
➢ Never on the green 
➢ Leave the green promptly 
➢ Discuss the last shot or visit while you are waiting on the next tee. 

 
Etiquette Basic # 6: On the Fairway 1 

• Start thinking about your shot before it is your turn 

• Go to your ball as soon as possible 

• Survey your shot with club in hand 

• Stand at your ball ready to shoot when it is your turn 
 
Etiquette Basic #7: On the Fairway 2 

• Drivers drop off partners 
➢ Let them choose their clubs, taking extras if needed 

• Drivers go to their own ball and get ready to play 

• NEVER play in a caravan moving in a group from ball to ball 
 
Etiquette Basic #8: On the Fairway 3 

• Always keep safety in mind 
➢ If other players are behind you, you will be in their way 
➢ If they do not see you, you could get hit 
➢ If your ball goes on to a driving range, NEVER play your ball from the driving 

range.  IT IS DANGEROUS. 

• Do not hit multiple balls from the tee on water holes.  Use the drop zone if your first ball 
goes into the water.  (Saves money too.) 

• Help players find lost balls only after you shoot 

• Limit searches for lost balls to 2 minutes 
 
Etiquette Basic #9: On the Fairway 4 
If your ball is in a trouble spot (behind tree, in sand) and you have taken 2 tries, use your “hand 
wedge” to get the ball back in play. 

 

• If your ball lands in a sand bunker, it is up to you to decide to try to hit out of the sand or 
you can use your “throwing wedge” – especially if you have tried to hit out and failed two 
times. 

• Whether you hit or throw the ball out of a sand bunker, be sure to rake over your 
footprints and ball or club divots. 

• When the rakes are in the sand bunkers, they are to be placed as follows: 
➢ ¾ of the rake in the bunker 
➢ ¼ out (easy to grab and probably not going to be wet). 
➢ Try to space out the rakes on large bunkers so regardless of 

where a ball has landed, a rake is nearby. 

• After 5 total strokes on the hole, pick up the ball and give it a ride to the green.  This will 
speed up play. 
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Etiquette Basic #10: On the Green 1 

• Never talk or make other noise while a player is putting 

• Try not to walk over someone’s line 
➢ The line is the path the ball would take to the hole 

• The first person to putt out should be responsible for replacing the flag 
➢ Do not hold the flag so it is waving while someone is putting 

 
Etiquette Basic #11: On the Green 2 

• Line up the putt BEFORE it is your turn 

• You may putt out if you are not in someone’s line 

• When everyone has putted out, leave the green promptly 

• Move away from the green 
➢ Do the scoring at the next tee 
➢ Do not stop to visit on the green or leave your golf car near the green 
➢ Move away from the green promptly 

 
Etiquette Basic #12: On the Green 3 

• When you putt, you should not rush yourself.  Make a smooth, unhurried putt. 

• Ready golf does not mean rushing 

• If you prepare in advance, you can take your time AND play ready golf 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
Remember to be proactive about golf etiquette, ready play, and pace of play by seeking out 
ways to be considerate of others while you are on the course. 

 

• 5 Stroke Guideline:  After you have swung at the ball 5 times on any hole, picking up the 
ball and carrying it to the green will help speed up play greatly. 

• If you are a new golfer, ask for advice and/or Google “Golf Etiquette”. 

• If you are an experienced golfer, ask new players if they would like advice about golfing 
etiquette, ready play, or pace of play. 

• Coaching new players about grip, swing, or technique should take place on the practice 
areas – not on the golf course! 

………………………………………………………………………..……………………………….. 
We hope this helped those of you new to golf or refreshed the minds of experienced players. 
…………………………………………..…………………………………………………………….. 
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